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the condition of tenants it has been noticed that the culti-
vation of such small holdings (one or two kachcha bighas)
yields no net profit. At times such land is held free of rent but
in that case the harwaha gets no pay. We believe that on the
whole the net income of a harwaha seldom exceeds Rs. 22 per
annum even when he holds some land in lieu of harwahi. The
wife of the harwaha does the lighter type of agricultural work
like carrying manure to fields, sowing, weeding, irrigation, etc.
Taking into consideration the seasonal nature of agricultural
work, and the various onerous tasks of a housewife, we do not
think she can work for more than 60 days a year. A woman
usually gets from one and a half to two annas per day. This
means that the contribution of the harwaha'B wife to the family
income does not exceed Rs. 8 per annum. The work done by
a boy or a girl of 10 to 15 years of age is tending cattle, selling
grass or fuel and some light type of agricultural work. The
normal rate of wages for such work varies from nine pies to one
anna. For tending cattle a lad may get four to eight annas per
mensem. We believe that Rs. 5 per annum would be a very
liberal estimate of such a worker's contribution to the family in-
come. Thus the total annual income of a harwaha family can
hardly exceed Rs. 35. In the majority of cases it will be found
to lie between Rs. 30 and Rs. 35. In any case it is always less
than Rs. 40. It means that the amount available per day for
the family is about li as. And even if the whole of this were
spent on food-stuffs like gujai, dhankodo, maize, the quantity of
the food grains available per day would never exceed 2J seers.

The income of those families who do harwahi only for
about 6 months in a year is likely to be less than that of those
families whose principal earners are whole-time harwahas.
This is because so long as agricultural season lasts, so long as
there is demand for labour in the countryside they have to work
as harwahas and it is only in the off season when there is little
or no demand for labour that they have to shift for themselves.

Where the harwaha gets a share of produce it is not pos-
sible to give a monetary estimate of the family income.

When a harwaha's wife also works with the same landlord
the couple gets a weekly advance of about 15 seers of some food
grain like kodo, gujai, mattar. At the end of the year this